Soil samples collected at 0, 3, 6, 9 and 12 days after withholding water were dried at 105 °C. The soil water 1 6 0 content (SWC), as a measure of 'drought' severity was calculated using the weight fraction described by Coombs 1 6 1 et al. (1987) . SWC (%) = [(FW − DW)/DW] × 100; where FW was the fresh weight for portion soil from the 1 6 2 internal area of sampled pots and DW was the dry weight for the soil portion after drying at 105 ºC for 4 days. Leaves from water stressed and control plants were collected at 0, 3, 6, 9 and 12 days after simulated drought 1 6 6 stress. Total RNA was isolated using Spectrum Plant Total RNA Kit (Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, US). First 1 6 7 strand cDNA was synthesized using gene specific primers (Supp . Table S3 ). Quantitative real-time PCR (qRT- fresh weight (F. WT)] in leaf tissues was computed from a standard curve using 0-100 µg L-proline according to 1 8 9 formula by Bates et al. (1973) . 0 8.7 leaves to 4.7 leaves (Fig. 2B) . After 6 days of water stress (27.8 % soil water content), severe wilting was 2 4 1 evidently observed in the leaves of the wild type plants (Fig. 1E ) but of leaves of transgenic plants showed only 2 4 2 minor damage (Fig. 1F) . Severe dehydration symptoms were observed in the transgenic plants following 12 2 4 3 days of water deficit stress (0.3 % soil water content). The severe symptoms included wilted leaves, drying up of 2 4 4 leaf edge and tip, and brown leaves. In both the wild type and transgenic plant lines, older leaves evidently 2 4 5 displayed leaf wilting and chlorosis when the plants were exposed to severe drought stress (0.3 % soil water 2 4 6 content). Overall, the wild type plants displayed much more severe symptoms compared to the transgenic plants.
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Under normal conditions, there was no phenotypic difference in the tuber formation between the wild type ( Fig. 
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1G) and transgenic plants (Fig. 1H) . Following 90 days of drought stress, the yield of wild type plants (Fig. 1I) 2 5 0 drastically reduced compared to transgenic plants that produced bigger, and higher numbers of tubers (Fig. 1J ).
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When plants were regularly watered, the fresh weight yield and dry weight yield of both wild type and 2 5 2 transgenic plants did not differ (Fig. 3A) . Upon subjecting the plants to drought stress for 90 days, both the fresh (Fig. 2B) . Further, we investigated the transcript expression levels 
